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Discover the power of wind energy

Global Wind Day is a day for discovering the power of 
wind energy and the possibilities it holds to change our 
world. Hundreds of thousands of people are involved 
in the production of energy from the wind, but for many 
people, wind energy is still a mystery. Global Wind Day 
is the day when you can visit wind farms, meet experts, 
attend events and find out everything you want to know 
about wind energy.

Find out more on www.globalwindday.org
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Introduction 

Wind energy means far more than just megawatts and metal structures. At the heart of the 
wind industry, there are stories. Stories of those who found stable, secure jobs manufactur-
ing wind turbines. Stories of those who realised wind energy could help save our planet from 
fossil fuel dependency and climate change. And stories of those who quite simply found wind 
turbines beautiful.

Global Wind Day 2013 put a spotlight on these stories. 

In Brussels, an exhibition was held depicting a series of photographs and texts by Robert 
Van Waarden and others describing people’s relationships with wind energy. Leading up to 
15 June, Van Waarden’s wind stories were published on the Global Wind Day website, www.
globalwindday.org, in a series of blogs. They included – amongst many others - an Orthodox 
community in the Czech Republic, three Romanian mayors working together to bring the ben-
efits of wind energy to their three separate communities, and the pride felt in Thailand after 
constructing a wind farm to gain increased energy independence. 

Wind energy stories were also collected through interviewing those who organised and at-
tended Global Wind Day events and who submitted photographs to the Global Wind Day photo 
competition - their reasons for supporting wind energy and their passion for wind power came 
through. From the Irish farmers who learned how wind energy can provide them with much 
needed income, to the organiser of Greece’s Global Wind Day festivities who sees wind energy 
as a way to save the environment for his grandchildren, wind energy proved to be about far 
more than just wind turbines.

Alongside the personal stories, an array of Global Wind Day events took place across the 
globe, accompanied this year by a dynamic online action calling on the world’s leaders to 
switch from fossil fuels to renewables.

We want to thank all our partners who helped make this day such a success once again, al-
lowing people far and wide to discover the power of wind energy.
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Partners and supporters 

Each year, the European Wind Energy Association 

(EWEA) and the Global Wind Energy Council (GWEC) 

coordinate Global Wind Day with the support of many 

individuals and groups. In 2013, sixty-one partners 

worldwide helped organise Global Wind Day. 

Christiana Figueres, Executive Secretary of the UN 

Framework Convention on Climate Change, supported 

Global Wind Day by emphasising the role of wind en-

ergy in transforming the world into a low-carbon econ-

omy. She added that this transformation is crucial to 

staying below the internationally agreed maximum two 

degree Celsius temperature rise. 

The Irish Presidency of the Council of the EU also sup-
ported Global Wind Day, highlighting the importance of 
wind as a resource in Ireland. 

EWEA’s chosen charity, Renewable World, ran a dedi-
cated Global Wind Day action for three months, en-
titled ‘Powering Africa out of Poverty’ and aimed at 
supporting an Information Centre in the Tanzanian vil-
lage of Songambele. Renewable World has installed 
a wind-solar hybrid project in which a 1kW wind tur-
bine is helping to power the Information Centre, hous-
ing books, mobile phone charging points and internet 
access.

EWEA and GWEC also partnered up with the Global 
Campaign for Climate Action and its 400 members, to 
develop and promote a social media action which is 
described in more detail below.

Coordinated by:

Partners:
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Social Media and the G8 
‘wake-up call’

Global Wind Day’s Facebook presence expanded enor-
mously this year. The Global Wind Day Facebook page 
received over 32,000 ‘Likes’, tripling the number in 
just a month. All of those people have subscribed to 
Global Wind Day news on Facebook. 

Twitter also proved a valuable resource in generating 
awareness and enthusiasm for Global Wind Day and 
the potential of wind energy. 

This year, in the run-up to Global Wind Day, wind energy 
supporters had the opportunity to call directly on G8 
world leaders who were scheduled to meet on 17 and 
18 June in the UK, just a couple of days after Global 
Wind Day, to honour their pledge to phase out fossil 
fuel subsidies and shift from dirty fossil fuels to re-
newable energy. 

An online application was created which allowed users 
to send a ‘wake-up call’ to their chosen G8 leader or 
the G8 summit as a whole, asking them to shift finan-
cial support from fossil fuel subsidies to renewables. 
Users could send a direct message and also share 
their message via Facebook and Twitter.

The app proved successful, generating 1,663 unique 
wake-up calls via email and Twitter, and 461 unique 
wake-up calls posted to Facebook. 6,792 unique peo-
ple visited the app. In total, users from 115 different 
countries participated in the wake-up call. 

The campaign also resulted in an official response 
from the UK and Canadian Prime Ministers’ offices.

Between 13 May and 19 June Global Wind Day’s Face-
book page saw:

• 22,549 new ‘Likes’ (from around 10,000).
• Total daily reach of 9,115,297 people who saw con-

tent about the Global Wind Day Facebook page.
• Up to 9,000 people per week talking about Global 

Wind Day, meaning that they created a story from 
a post, such as a ‘Like’, a comment, a share or a 
response.

• Viral reach of up to 519,000 people per week, mean-
ing people who saw a story on Global Wind Day pub-
lished by a friend.

Between 18 May and 18 July, over 1,511 online con-
versations mentioned “G8 wake-up call” through Twit-
ter, Facebook, and blog posts. 

There were 568 individual tweets. There were over 
300 #GlobalWindDay mentions on Twitter in June, with 
the majority of them occurring on the weekend of Glob-
al Wind Day, 13–15 June.

Many tweets reached tens of thousands of people. 
One tweet from the Global Wind Day account announc-
ing the photo competition winners was retweeted 18 
times, reaching 69,466 people. 

Organisations that retweeted posts by Global Wind 
Day included Vestas, AWEA, GE Renewables, and 
Dutch wind energy association NWEA. Many organisa-
tions, including WWF and Greenpeace, also tweeted 
about Global Wind Day from their own accounts. WWF 
has over a million followers, and Greenpeace has over 
797,000 followers. Greenpeace’s tweet wishing eve-
ryone a happy Global Wind Day was retweeted 123 
times, reaching an additional 89,742 people.

Both Executive Secretary of the UN Framework Con-
vention on Climate Change Christiana Figueres and 
designer Amanda Pearl tweeted their support for Glob-
al Wind Day. Figueres’s tweet received 32 retweets, 
reaching 63,818 people, including one from UNFCCC  
that reached 51,000 people. 
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Global Wind Day website

In the period May-July 2013, the Global Wind Day web-
site saw 31,800 visits (compared to 23,400 in 2012) 
from 26,900 visitors (18,000), with 15 June once 
again showing a peak in visits, like in previous years.

Media highlights

Over five hundred news articles ran in publications 
worldwide that included Reuters, The Huffington Post, 
ANSA, Corriere della Sera, Wall Street Italia, Il Mondo, 
La Informacion.com, Huset Markedsføring, APA, Stutt-
garter Nachrichten, Korea IT Times and The Herald. 

EWEA blog

Twenty-two posts tagged with Global Wind Day were 

published on EWEA’s blog (www.ewea.org/blog). Top-
ics of those blog posts included information about the 
photo competition, details on Global Wind Day events, 
and stories from within the wind industry. Blogs about 
Global Wind Day were also published on other web-
sites, such as Euractiv and MondoElettrico. A blog ac-
councing the winners of the Global Wind Day photo 
competition was the most popular Global Wind Day re-
lated blog, and the second most popular on the EWEA 
Blog overall that month. It received 322 views on the 
EWEA Blog, 448 views on the Global Wind Day web-
site, 103 likes and 30 shares on Facebook and 18 re-
tweets to 71,500 people. 
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Global Wind Day photo competition 
‘Discover the power of wind energy’

People were asked to send in a photo accompanied by a 
short story about wind energy describing what wind en-
ergy means to them. 

A jury composed of Mark Edwards (Hard Rain Project), Erik 
Luntang (Inspirit), Simon Bogle (Recharge), and Robert 
van Waarden (freelance photographer) selected the five 
winners.

Over From

1,000
PHOTOGRAPHS

67
COUNTRIES



8 Global Wind Day 2013

WINNER AFRICA

CANADA 
Joan Sullivan
The overall winning photograph was taken on one of Northland 
Power’s construction sites -- in Parc éolien Mont Louis, in the 
beautiful Gaspé region of eastern Quebec.

‘I have dedicated my second 50 years to documenting the rapid 

expan sion of wind and other forms of renewable energy in the 

context of climate change. I hope that my photographs will 

contribute positively to the global dialogue about the inevitable 

transition from fossil fuels to renewable energy.’ 

WINNER GLOBAL

KENYA 
Tom Gilks 

‘I found it deeply encouraging to see the innovation 

and raw enthusiasm of everyone involved with this 

enterprising wind company in western Kenya. This par-

ticular turbine, photographed early in the construction 

phase, is in fact going up on Global Wind Day on an 

isolated island on Lake Victoria.  I sense the project is 

going to have a great impact on the island community 

and I hope drive an appetite for similar sustainable 

schemes on neighbouring  islands.’

WINNER AMERICAS

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC
Marvin del Cid

‘Delving into the lagoon to photograph birds in the 

wild and see how man can develop power generation 

technologies without altering ecosystems is rewarding, 

and makes us see that we can live with nature and not 

destroy it further.’
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WINNER AUSTRALASIA

WINNER ASIA

INDIA
Sudipto Das

‘Recently I travelled to Rajasthan and found how the 

installation of wind turbines changes the face of re-

mote desert villages,” he said explaining his photo. 

Das said that power generated by the turbines is used 

to pump water which is then used for farming. “These 

barren desert areas now turn green and local farm-

ers can cultivate mustard seeds which directly help to 

change the livelihoods of poor farmers living far below 

poverty level.’

AUSTRALIA 
Patrick Finnegan

‘Wind power can coexist with traditional farming prac-

tices and, to some land owners, wind power is “simply 

a new style of farming – a new crop.” The photo of a 

field of turbines and hay bales shows just that. Here 

 

WINNER EUROPE

GREECE
Mihalis Konstandinidis

‘I became dedicated to photographing renewable energy because the 

contamination and destruction of our physical surroundings con stitutes 

a major, acute, social and international problem that distresses me. The 

protection of the environment, or what is left of it, is in our hands.’

in the Australian outback we have cropping cattle and 

sheep grazing all working right alongside wind turbines 

farming the wind for electricity.’
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scavenger hunt for pieces of a wind turbine hidden 
across town, or enjoy watching a production of “The 
story of the wind,” an original musical written by the 
event’s organiser, Dr. Ioannis Tsipouridis. Adults could 
play in a football tournament or enjoy the three hour 
long live-broadcast from the local radio station. A vari-
ety of educational pamphlets were also provided. 

Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia: 

In Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia, a TV broadcast on wind 
energy was aired with the aim to introduce the ben-
efits and advantages of wind power to the public. The 
broadcast was sponsored by the Mongolian Wind En-
ergy Association. 

Athens, Greece: Children could submit their best wind 
related art to a painting competition, participate in a 

Global Wind Day events – a snapshot

Ulaanbaatar 
Mongolia

Columbus
Ohio
USA

Ashikaga 
Japan

Athens 
Greece

Ontario and 
Quebec
Canada

Brussels
Belgium

Randalstown
and Cloughmills

Ireland

Mayiladuthurai 

Tamilnadu
India

Ankara
Turkey

Mitchell’s Plain
South Africa

Portugal

Netherlands Denmark

Estonia
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Ontario and Quebec, Canada: 

Local residents were invited to attend open houses 
at wind turbine manufacturing facilities in Ontario and 
Quebec. The events, which included guided tours, re-
freshments, and animation, were hosted by CanWEA 
and ENERCON. CanWEA also hosted their second 
Power of the Wind Blog competition, in which hun-
dreds of students submitted a blog entry on the topic 
‘building a clean energy future’. The winners will be 
announced at CanWEA’s Annual Conference and Exhi-
bition held 7-10 October, 2013 in Toronto. 

Brussels, Belgium: 

An exhibition of ‘Wind Energy Stories’ was displayed in 
the EU Parliament building throughout the week lead-
ing up to Global Wind Day. The images and stories, 
taken and written by Robert van Waarden, depicted 
facets of the wind industry and the lives of those in-
volved. The images and stories can also be viewed on 
the Global Wind Day website. 

Denmark: 

In Denmark, Folkemødet, an annual political confer-
ence of over 30,000 participants and 1,300 events 
spanning four days, coincided with Global Wind Day. 
“For the Danish Wind Industry Association (DWIA), 
Folkemødet was the obvious place to incorporate Glob-
al Wind Day due to the nature of Folkemødet and the 
philosophy of Global Wind Day, where it is about bring-
ing knowledge of wind to the public,” stated Anders 
Mika Dalegaard, Head of Events at DWIA.

Folkemødet featured bus tours to wind turbines fol-
lowed by a discussion on wind energy, including DWIA 
Chairman Henning Kruse. 

Mayiladuthurai, Tamilnadu, India: 

Children at the Everest KenBridge school in India 
spent Global Wind Day learning about wind power and 
learning how to calculate wind speeds using a cup an-
emometer and a wind vane. The event, organised by 
the school’s science department, also included talks 
about wind facts given by teachers and a rhyme on 
wind energy presented by Grade 1. The approximate 
350 students who attended, aged 3-13, all received 
Global Wind Day key chains and fridge magnets. 



12 Global Wind Day 2013

Ankara, Turkey:

 In Ankara, Turkey, many attended an exhibition of wind 
energy paintings and photos created by local school-
children as part of an exhibit put on by the Turkish 
Wind Energy Association. Children, parents, wind in-
dustry representatives, and government officials all at-
tended the event to watch the winner receive an award 
from Turkish Energy Minister Yildiz.

Ashikaga, Japan: 

Students in Ashikaga, Japan pose with paper pin-
wheels after spending the day learning about Japan’s 
potential for wind energy during the 14th Wind Energy 
Utilization Comprehensive Seminar held at Ashikaga 
Institute of Technology.

Estonia: 

Wind has long been woven into the folklore of Esto-
nia. As 2013 is Estonia’s Year of Cultural Heritage, 
the theme of Global Wind Day in Estonia was the revi-
talisation and renewal of wind stories. To find old sto-
ries, the Estonian Wind Power Association searched 
through the Estonian Folklore Archives. To find new 
stories, two journalists cycled through Western Esto-
nia and its biggest island, Saaremaa, to interview lo-
cals about wind power. The new stories and sayings 
collected by the journalists will be added to the Esto-
nian Folklore Archives.

Columbus, Ohio, USA: 

Children in Columbus spent Global Wind Day learning 
how to harness the power of wind energy for fun. Over 
150 children made their own brightly coloured pin-
wheels, while also learning about the wind industry in 
Ohio. Ohio experienced the fastest growth in the wind 
industry of the United States in 2011, and over 5,000 
Ohioans are currently employed in the wind industry. 
The event was organised by the Sierra Club. 
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Portugal: 

Enercon spent the week of Global Wind Day travelling 
to eight different schools to teach over 570 kids aged 
3-6 all about wind energy. The lessons started by fo-
cusing on how wind-powered electricity is needed  for 
everyday chores, and then moved to a discussion on 
clean energy versus other energy sources, wind farm 
basics, and the benefits of wind farms. After the pres-
entation, children built and decorated their own pin-
wheels and played with balloons.

Mitchell’s Plain, South Africa: 

In South Africa, over 200 students from Searidge Pri-
mary School in Mitchell’s Plain were treated to a pres-
entation by kite-surfing champion Colin Heckroodt and 
a speech by the Minister of Energy, Honourable Min-
ister Dipou Peters. Both men spent time explaining 
the benefits – both fun and functional – of wind ener-
gy. The children also built mini wind turbines and flew 
kites on the school grounds. At the end of the day, the 
children were sent home with beanies and family food 
packages, courtesy of RES Southern Africa and the 
South African Wind Energy Association.

Randalstown, Ireland: 

Members of the Young Farmers’ Club of Ulster visited 
a 250 kW wind turbine in Randalstown, located on the 
land of farmer Jim McCord. The event was organised 
by wind energy company Simple Power. 

Cloughmills, Ireland: 

Students in Ireland also had the opportunity to visit 
wind turbine farms to learn more about wind energy. 
Pupils at St Brigid’s in Cloughmills spent the day at a 
wind farm playing with pinwheels and streamers and 
experiencing wind energy first-hand. 

Netherlands: 

Almost 30 wind farms opened up for visitors on 15 
June, The national association organised a drawing 
competition and workshops and excursions to wind 
farm for members, policy makers and companies.



About EWEA

EWEA is the voice of the wind industry, actively promoting the utilisation of wind power in Europe  
and worldwide.  
It now has over 700 members from almost 60 countries including manufacturers with a 90% share  
of the world wind power market, plus component suppliers, research institutes, national wind and renewables 
associations, developers, electricity providers, finance and insurance companies and consultants.

Tel: +32 2 213 18 11 - Fax: +32 2 213 18 90
E-mail: ewea@ewea.org

www.ewea.org


